
  

Thank you for subscribing to my weekly update - a brief summary of some of 

the more notable events during the last seven days. I hope you'll find this useful 

and informative. You can also follow my regular updates from Florida and 

Washington via YouTube, Twitter and Facebook.   

It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your United States Senator and I look 

forward to hearing from you. If you want to share this newsletter with a friend, 

sign them up today at http://LeMieux.Senate.gov. 

             

  

BP Claims Should Be Paid Swiftly and in Lump Sums 

As efforts continue to try to stop the BP well from spewing oil into the Gulf of 

Mexico, I am growing increasingly concerned over delayed claim payments 

from BP to those Floridians suffering losses.  

I have asked the Administrator of the Gulf Coast Claims Facility, Kenneth 

Feinberg, to implement a streamlined, simplified, and expedited claims process 

for those suffering economic damage due to the BP oil disaster. 
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Floor Speech June 29, 2010 

 

  

I am hearing from a great number of Floridians who are concerned about the 

impact of this disaster. I have heard from Sandra in Milton who wants to know 

why skimmer boats didn't arrive sooner. Deborah from Panama City is 

concerned about the effects the dispersant will have on marine life. Marty from 

Gulf Breeze wants the government to waive the bureaucracy so more resources 

can respond to the spill. I have taken every one of these issues to all levels of 

government, including the President of the United States. 

The Deepwater Horizon disaster has already taken lives, damaged the 

environment, and harmed Florida's economy. Unpaid BP claims mean prolonged 

pain for Florida families dependent on the health of the Gulf for their income. 

Every day that goes by without a payment is a day another family comes closer 

to losing their job, their business, their home, and their way of life. 
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U.S. Senator George LeMieux speaks to boat captains and small 
business owners in Navarre, FL. 

Unfortunately, Floridians will face the impacts of this disaster for years to come. 

We must remain vigilant in our effort to restore the environment and make our 

economy whole. 

Returning Floridians to Work 

 

 

 



 

Growing Florida's economy is critical to our state's future success. Knowing the 

difficult challenges our economy presents, our office is providing information 

for both employers and job seekers. Employers can access information about 

federal agencies that provide business information and assistance on our 

Business Resources Page. Job seekers can learn more about job fairs, workforce 

training, and entrepreneurial opportunities on our Job Fairs homepage. 

  

 

 
Upcoming Events: 

WorkSource Virtual Job Fair – Now through July 16, 2010 

U.S. Senator George LeMieux and Job News Tampa – July 16, 2010 

Fort Lauderdale Career Fair in Partnership with AARP – August 3, 2010 
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Senate Should Not be Bypassed on Nomination 

Last week, President Obama chose to circumvent the Senate's confirmation 

hearings process and appoint Dr. Donald Berwick to lead the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). 

Dr. Berwick's comments and views regarding the rationing of health care 

deserve careful and thorough public review. Appointing Dr. Berwick while the 

Congress is out of town is not the kind of transparency Americans deserve and it 

does nothing to promote bipartisan trust in the Administration. Article II, Section 

2 of the United States Constitution charges the Senate with providing its "advice 

and consent" on those nominated to high positions within the government. 

People have the right to know the views of the person in charge of the agencies 

affecting the health care for millions of seniors and others in need. 

For months, I have worked closely with officials from CMS and others in 

developing legislation to crack down on the billions lost each year to Medicare 

fraud. We should require background checks for new and existing health care 

providers and suppliers affiliated with federal health programs such as Medicare 

and Medicaid, implement proven technologies to detect fraud in real-time before 

claims are paid, and appoint a Chief Health Care Fraud Prevention Officer 

within the Department of Health and Human Services to fight health care fraud 

nationwide. I had looked forward to hearing the nominee's views prior to his 

confirmation. Unfortunately, the President decided to appoint this controversial 

figure to the CMS without a single Senate hearing.  

Two Months Left in Fiscal Year and Feds Already Overdrawn by 
$1 Trillion 

We cannot do enough to highlight the urgent need for Congress to rein in 

spending and put the federal government on a path toward fiscal discipline. In a 

single day earlier this month, the federal government racked up another $166 

billion in debt. The Congressional Budget Office reports that the deficit for the 

current fiscal year has surpassed $1 trillion dollars. Laid side by side in one-

dollar bills, a trillion dollars is enough to blanked the state of Rhode Island, 

twice. 

 



 

It is clear the federal government's appetite for growing spending will never 

subside. The Executive branch has talked about the issue, but failed to follow up 

with substantial action. So the responsibility falls to the Congress. Whether 

lawmakers will demonstrate the courage to tackle this problem will dictate the 

ability of future generations of Americans to prosper. Unrestrained federal 

spending will result in unmitigated damage to our nation and it must be stopped. 

To tackle this issue, I have proposed creating a mechanism allowing Congress to 

cap federal spending at 2007 levels, or about $2.7 billion. Doing so would 

balance our budget in three years and cut the deficit nearly in half by 2020. We 

owe it to future generations to stop out-of-control spending. 

 
Castro Regime's Talk on Political Prisoners Highlights Lack of 
Human Rights 

Cuba's communist regime has announced it intends to free 52 political prisoners 

over the next few months. These people were imprisoned during the Castro 

regime's crackdown known as the "Black Spring of 2003." 

These brave Cubans should not have been in prison in the first place. The regime 

jailed them for attempting to freely express their views. The releases are 

designed to manipulate international opinion, without truly making a 

commitment to respect the human rights of all Cubans. We must not forget that 

many more hundreds political prisoners continue to languish in the Castro's 

gulags. 

Given the Castro regime's history of using political prisoners as bargaining 

chips, I am cautious about this week's announcement. While the conditional 

release of these political prisoners will bring them and their families some short-

term relief, many key details of the release are unanswered. 

Instead of playing games, the Castro regime should immediately and 

unconditionally liberate all political prisoners and cede power to those who 

would respect human rights, embrace freedom and democracy and the rule of 

law. 

 
 



 

Miami Passport Agency Announces Saturday Hours 

The U.S. Department of State's Miami Passport Agency office will be open 

every Saturday during the rest of July. Office visits must be made by 

appointment only between the hours of 9:00am and 2:00pm. The Miami Passport 

Agency has added extra business hours due to the summer season's increased 

passport demand. 

"The rush of summer travel has increased the demand for passport services. 

These extended hours will help Floridians secure the documents they need to 

travel," LeMieux said. "I encourage any Floridian in need of passport services to 

make an appointment with the Passport Information Center as soon as possible. I 

appreciate the State Department for extending their hours to help meet the needs 

of traveling Floridians." 

Those who have urgent travel and would like to take advantage of Saturday 

hours in July can make an appointment by calling the National Passport 

Information Center at 1-877-487-2778. The Miami Passport Agency is located in 

the Omni Center, 1501 Biscayne Blvd, Suite 210, Miami. For more detailed 

passport information and requirements, customers can visit 

http://travel.state.gov. 

 
Casework Corner 

As your senator, one of my primary goals is to make sure Floridians are well 

served by Federal agencies. From time to time, I will share accounts of how our 

office has helped a Floridian. 

Recently, a disabled constituent contacted our office requesting assistance with 

obtaining Medicare coverage. The disabled woman had been previously 

approved for Social Security Disability Insurance, but her disabling condition 

did not qualify for a waiver of the typical 24-month waiting period before a 

recipient can receive Medicare coverage. The woman was unaware the 24-month 

period would be waived if she could document she had Lou Gehrig's disease, a 

condition from which she suffers. 
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Our office promptly contacted the Social Security Administration on her behalf 

and requested an expedited processing of a new claim based on Lou Gehrig's 

disease. Given her condition and recent diagnosis, the SSA granted the disabled 

woman an exemption from the 24-month Medicare waiting period and 

immediately processed her Medicare A, B, & D coverage. 

If you are experiencing a problem with a federal agency, please contact our 

Orlando Regional Office by calling (407) 254-2573 to speak with a member of 

the Casework Department. The toll-free number for Florida residents is (866) 

630-7106. To find out more about how my office can help you, go to my website 

at http://lemieux.senate.gov or stop by one of our scheduled Community Office 

Hours in your area. 
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